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and a night at the monastery of Siriakus, and left on Sunday,
the 23rd. On Monday, the 24th, a third instalment of wages
was issued to the troops who had stayed behind in Egypt.
Amir Takt Bai sat at the steps, and the wages were distributed
in his presence; it was the first payment of wages in the
absence of the Sultan. The same day the Amir Dawadar
gave orders to the leading Amirs whom the Sultan had
appointed to the Sharkieh and Gharbieh provinces to leave
for their posts, and to protect the countries from devastation
by the Arabs. So Tani Bey left for the Sharkieh and Ezbek,
the gunner, for the Gharbieh province. Al-Amir Kansuh
al-Fajir went to Menufiyyeh, al-Amir Kansuh Abu Seua
to [32] al-Buhairah. Bakhsh Bai had gone to the Fayyum
to see about the construction of a dam there.

Then the Dawadar issued a proclamation in Cairo to all
the Royal Memlooks who had been detailed for the Dominions
that they should accompany these Amirs, and that ncjne should
remain behind, and they complied with his orders.

On Monday, the 24th, Amir Nauruz, Tajir al-Memalik, one
of the Amirs of the Tablkhanah died. He was originally one
of Ashraf Kait Bai's Memlooks. He had become very big
and heavy, and was so fat he could hardly move, and he
remained in this condition until he died.

It was reported that the Sultan bestowed upon his Memlook
Mamai, whom he appointed to the Censorship, the baggage
of Nauruz, his horses, mules, and tents. At least, that was
what was commonly said.

The same day the sky became black with clouds, there was
thunder, lightning, and torrents of rain. This happened on
the 1st of the Coptic month Baunah. The rain continued
for three days on end; it was considered quite a marvel.
This was succeeded by violent winds and the sky became
quite yellow at sunset. The people drew evil omens from this,
of revolutions, which actually did take place later on. The
same day news came from the Sultan that when he started
from the monastery a man was found in his tent who was